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Academic Groups and Senate Yanel

Veigh CIA’s Activities on Lampuses

WASHINGTON
Members of the Senate Select
Commities on Intelligence met pri-
vately hist week with representatives
of the American Association of Uni-
versity  Professors and  other aca-
demic groups to try to work out de-
tails of a controversial new charter
for the Central Intelligence Agency.
Backstage negotiations  focused
mainly on the use of scholars and
academic orgapizations as ““covers™
for the c.1.a.'s secret operations.
Bills pending before the Senate
and the Tlouse of Represeatatives
woblld restrict covert operations on
campuses but would continue  the
controversisl policy of ullowing “vol-
untiry contecey” and T voluntary ex-
change of iiformation” between indi-
vidual faculty nembers and intelhi-
gence agents.

© The a.a.u.b, argued that secret ox-

changes between scholars and agents
threatened to undermine the “integri-
ty” of academic scholarship.

*The [Senate] committee does not
sceny willing to go as far as we
want,” said Alfred D. Sumberg, the
A.AU.Ps director of government re-

- lations, *"but at least it’s taking a step

in the right direction.”

‘Independence and Integrity’

Association officials have drafted
compromise language, . which they
hope the Senate will accept, urging
Congress to protect the “independ-
ence and integrity”™ of academic insti-
tutions.

Fheir proposal would require the
President o issue specific guidelines
to insure such protection. )

Because scholars have not agreed
on how restrictive those guidelines
should be, the Seuate committee has

"so far refused to define the accept-

able limits of c.i.A. activities on cam-
pus. )

Many scholars are united, howev-
cr, in their objections to another pro-
vision in the proposed charter, which
would free the c.1.A. from require-
ments of the Freedom of Information
Act, the federal law that gives the
public limited access to government
documents.

Warning * that such exemptions
could virtually destroy the writing of
modern diplomatic history, universi-
ty scholurs told a House intelligence
committee last week that lawmakers
showld rewrite the sections of the
charter dealing with the inforination
act. .

The Department of Justice has
questioned the legality of applying
the exemption to one federal agency,
but not to others. —A.C.R.
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